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“I enjoy watching my clients develop over time,” Joel Williams says. “I want to
always be there for them, supporting them as much as possible and preventing
problems before they arise.” A transactional attorney, Joel focuses on helping
clients achieve their goals. “I want to give my clients advice to improve their
businesses and help them get better—and bigger in some cases.”

Joel represents clients that range from large entities to single-member businesses
and individuals, including farmers. His work encompasses corporate law, real estate
transactions, estate planning, succession planning, probate administration, tax
advising, and all elements of business organization from formation through
dissolution. “My interest has always been in business and transactions, the finance
side of things,” Joel says. “I strive for efficiency. Getting the deal done is my goal.”

Joel draws on his education and experience in finance to close deals and achieve
his clients’ business needs. He knows his clients are looking for professional advice
on the best course of action for their unique circumstances. “My strategy is always
to look for the best course of action, but every situation is different. Having a
discussion on needs and goals takes priority,” he says. “I present clients with
options that they may not be aware of in order to achieve the results they desire.”

Flexibility is key. “I am able to adjust easily to whatever the client’s needs are,” Joel
says. “Having a business background and advising many other businesses, I can see
a lot of issues before other people can.” As he works with clients, Joel looks for
multiple ways to structure deals​—no matter the obstacles. “I like that challenge of
trying to figure out and resolve problems,” he says. By developing several ways to
execute a deal, he helps clients find the option that’s right for their specific situation.

Growing up in Carroll, Iowa, Joel always planned to be an attorney. He saw the
versatility of a law degree in the business world and knew it was his career path.
After law school, Joel was ready to expand his horizons, so he practiced at a law
firm in North Carolina. But Iowa is home, and he returned to Iowa to practice law and
raise his family. “I love Midwesterners, the down-to-earth nature of them,” he says.

Joel also has a commitment to community involvement. “I am a big fan of economic
development,” he says. “The nonprofit idea of giving back to community for
everyone to collectively benefit is something that’s very important to me.”

Joel’s primary objective is to help clients find success. For him, a client-centered
approach is key to career satisfaction. “I really enjoy being there for my clients,” Joel
says. “I enjoy completing the transactions and helping my clients achieve their
goals.”

PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY AFFILIATIONS
American Bar Association

Estate Planning and Fiduciary Sections
Business Law and Real Property and Trusts Sections

PRACTICE AREAS
Business, Finance & Real Estate
Business & Commercial
Transactions
Business Organizations
Cooperatives
Corporate Governance
Nonprofit Organizations
Real Estate
Tax, Estate Planning & Employee
Benefits
Business Planning and Taxation
Real Estate Taxation
Wealth Transfer, Trusts & Estates

EDUCATION
University of Iowa (B.B.A. Finance &
B.A. Psychology)
University of Iowa (J.D.)

BAR ADMISSIONS
Iowa
North Carolina

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Partner, Wilcox Law Firm, PC,
Jefferson, Iowa
Associate, Ingersoll & Associates,
PLLC, Winston-Salem, North Carolina
Legal Intern, Hills Bank, Hills, Iowa
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Iowa State Bar Association

North Carolina Bar Association
Member, 2004–2008

Greene County Bar Association

Jefferson Area Chamber of Commerce
President, 2010

Jefferson Rotary Club
President, 2016

Greene County Economic Development
Vice President, 2016–present

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity
Vice President, 2012–2018

Friends of Sacred Heart School
President, 2018

Boone County Hospital Foundation
Treasurer/Secretary, 2016–present

Boone/Story County I-Club
President, 2020–present

Boone Community School District Booster Club
Director, 2020-present
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